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against the Mahrattas under three captains, named Goddard,
Bruce, and Popham. Many heroic exploits were added to the
glory of British arms, among which was the capture of the
rock fortress of Gwalior by Bruce with two companies of
sepoys and twenty British soldiers. Eventually the Mahratta
armies were heavily defeated in several pitched battles, and
they were forced to purchase peace by the surrender of large
territories.

In the meanwhile, however, a new foe had arisen against
British rule. This was Hyder Ali, the ruler of Mysore, and
one of the greatest Mohammedan Princes in India. This
remarkable man had sprung from the lowest ranks to the
exalted position he now held. His grandfather had been a
wandering fakir, one of those religious fanatics who in a naked
and filthy condition travelled about to the sacred shrines of
India, carrying plague and disease in their wake, Hyder Ali's
father was a policeman in Mysore, a man of humble means
and despised occupation. When a lad the future ruler of
Mysore himself had idled his time, and his ne'er-do-well habits
gave no promise of his future greatness. But eventually he
became a soldier, and in several wars with the Mahrattas, who
were afterwards compelled to pay tribute to their victors, he
showed such military genius and superb courage that he rapidly
obtained promotion and became the most powerful General of
Mysore. Eventually he deposed the Maharajah of that State,
in whose service he had been, and, allowing him to retain his
title, took over the reins of power.

Twice he had waged war with the British when Clive was in
power, but he had then entered into alliance with them, and
asked for aid when he was defeated by the Mahrattas. That
help had been refused, and henceforth Hyder Ali was the
fiercest enemy of the English power.

In 1778 he and his son, Tipu Sahib, who afterwards suc-
ceeded to his father's power and inherited his legacy of hate,
descended like a thunderbolt into the Carnatic, and with fire
and sword swept to the very walls of Madras, leaving in their